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Two weeks ago, our own Gary Pielan was one of 25 deacons ordained in our diocese. Today, Larry 

Adams was ordained a priest.  You might think with ordination, they reached the end of a journey… 

but journeys are about destinations, not stops along the way. 

 

In Gery’s first homily last week, he told us that to respond to Gods call, we have to step out of our 

comfort zones.  To follow Christ, we have to live our faith.   Those ordinations…and todays 

readings, caused me to reflect this week on just where our personal and collective journeys are 

taking us and whether our shepherd is a supreme court or a supreme being. 

 

When I was in grade school, every biology book defined human life as: the condition that 

distinguishes organisms from inorganic objects and dead organisms, being manifested by growth 

through metabolism, reproduction, and the power of adaptation to environment through changes 

originating internally.  

 

Today, the question is no longer when does human life begin...but rather:  when does personhood 

begin?  It’s an important distinction because the PERSON has a constitutional right to life, liberty 

and the pursuit of happiness.  While all agree that aborting a human life is morally objectionable, 

this redefinition has made aborting a non-person socially acceptable.    

 

When I was in grade school, the definition of marriage was “the formal union of a man and a 

woman, typically recognized by law, by which they become husband and wife, the nucleus of a 

family and collectively, the foundation of the respective culture in which they exist.”    

 

Today, Wikipedia describes Marriage “as a social union or legal contract between people called 

spouses, which establishes rights and obligations between those spouses.”  By redefining marriage, 

the union of same-gender couples continues to be morally objectionable, but is now socially 

acceptable. 

 

When I was in grade school, "freedom of religion” was a constitutional guarantee that NOT ONLY 

protected our right to pursue our faith, but to act on it by proclaiming the good news of the gospel 

openly and publicly as called to do at our baptism.    

 

Today, there is an effort underway to redefine freedom of religion as freedom of worship… 

something controllable and manageable…the right to gather, to pray and to sing.  Such action would 

allow our candle only if it were covered with a government-imposed bushel basket.   

 

You see, if freedom of religion is redefined, GOD becomes legislated to a worship site…and 

everything that’s now morally objectionable becomes acceptable because MAN, not GOD will then 

be defining the way, the Truth and the life.  MAN will have thrown God out of the very world he 

gave us as the means to our salvation.  To use Jesus’ words from our Gospel today: Foxes have dens 

and the birds of the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head. 

 
What this Gospel tells us is that each of us is CALLED to be a disciple of Christ…and if we accept 

that call, it comes with important responsibilities.  Life in Christ…our JOURNEY to Jerusalem and 

on to Calvary with Him…means self-sacrifice on an everyday basis.  Many don’t want to hear that 
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message, let alone embrace it.  They are those Samaritans.  Yet even if Christ’s message is rejected, 

we must still deliver it because it is the only soloution to every problem in our world, and it is the 

message of our HOPE and our salvation. 

 

Jesus told us last week, ‘If anyone wishes to come after me, he must deny himself and take up his 

cross daily and follow Me.’” Today he tells us that following him can’t be second to burying the 

dead, or saying goodbye to those we love, it’s about a resoluteness that mirrors Jesus’ own single-

mindedness in the face of life’s everyday distractions. 

 

When James and John tell Jesus that a Samaritan village wouldn’t welcome Him because His 

destination was Jerusalem, they wanted Jesus to call down fire from heaven to consume the village.  

But we’re told: Jesus rebuked them and they journeyed to another village.  What’s that all about?  

It’s only one of the key points of the gospel…Jesus always loves the sinner.   

 

He came to save the world not to condemn it.  He loves even those who refuse to welcome Him, yes, 

even those who choose abortion over life, those who enter into immoral marriages, and those who 

persecute Him or suppress the message of the gospel.   

 

If we are following Jesus on his journey, we too must distinguish the sin from the sinner.  We too 

must forgive those who persecute us, even if they hang us on a cross.  And here’s why the gospel is 

GOOD NEWS…He’ll welcome us as a follower regardless of where we’ve been or where we are 

when we meet Him, because the journey is solely about our destination. 

What better example are we given than James and John who wanted to destroy the Samaritans for 

refusing to welcome Jesus?  James is the disciple who did the same thing when he deserted Jesus at 

the crucifixion, but John was the one who go the message and remained at the foot of that Cross.  

Thankfully for James, Jesus did not call down fire from heaven to consume him or the other disciples 

who abandoned Him.  Rather, He showed them the mercy of His love. 

And herein is the great challenge of OUR faith.  We must speak out against sin while never failing to 

show compassion for the sinner.  We must love those who live lifestyles are immoral.  We must love 

those who have had or performed abortions, and we must proclaim the Kingdom of God and yes, love 

even those who persecute us for doing so.  Why?  Because Jesus calls us to act with justice. He calls 

us to love tenderly.  He calls to serve one another, to walk humbly with His Father.  To accomplish 

that, we must set our hand to the plow and move FORWARD without looking back. 

On this the weekend when we celebrate the feast of Saint. Peter and Paul, Peter offers this guidance:  

“Rejoice in the measure that you share Christ’s sufferings.  When his glory is revealed, you will 

rejoice exultantly.  Happy are you when you are insulted for the sake of Christ, for then God’s Spirit 

in its glory has come to rest on you.”   

Our destination is the Kingdom of God where a place has been prepared for us, if only we make it the 

focus of our journey.  Let no roadblocks or detours keep us from reaching that destination.  And 

while it won’t be easy, Like Motel6, somebody is keeping a light on for us…the light of the world.   

FOLLOW IT! 

 


